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SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY, 
As exhibited in the persecution of Universalists 
and others. 

To the exercise of this right, the spirit of or- 
thodoxy—and it is to this point chiefly that we 
wish to bring the attentiog.of our readers, is 
essentially hostile. N at our orthodox 
brethren do, in words, deny the native right of 
men to think for themselves, and to worship 
God according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, Ou the contrary they loudly disa- 
vow any disposition to interfere with the exer- 
cise of this right; and seem to take high of- 
fence when charged with such assumption, If 
they are sincere, as doubtless most of them are, 
in this disavowal, then we have only to say, 
that they “ know not what manner of spirit they 
are of. 1t is no new thing for individuals and 
bodies of men, to act what, perhaps even to 
themselves they dare not avow. Men do not 
readily perceive, or admit, at least, that their 
practice is repugnant to principles, which they 
cannot, or dare not, controvert, The irre- 
sponsibility of man to man in things pertaining 
to the conscience ; the entire freedom of reli- 
gious opinions; is so fully recognized and 
guaranteed by our civil constitutions, that no 
one, probably, can be tound who would be dis- 
posed to call it in question. Still, we repeat, 
the spirit of orthodoxy is hostile to the’ exer- 
cise of this right; and the practise of the or- 
thodox shows that it isso. They certainly do 
consider, and treat, error in opinion as a prop- 
er subject of censure and discipline, ‘They 
certainly do withhold communion from those 
who caunot, for conscience sake, subscribe to 
every article of their creed. They certainly 

do expel from their churches all those, whom 
they detect iu the mortal sin of relinquishing 
any of those articles which they choose to con- 
sider as fundamental. ‘Thus, as far as their 
power and influence extend, blasting their cha- 
racters, destroying their peace, and cutting 
them off from the best. blessings of the mo 
state, All this they certainly do, and all this 





they maintain they have a right to do; and 
yet they aver, that, in so doing, christian liber- 
ty is not infringed—that christian charity even, 
is not violated. Now we ask, what is the dif- 
ference in spirit, between those pretensions, 
and those of the Romish church, in the darkest 
periods of her domination? She claimed the 
power of judging of the soundness and suffi- 
ciency of the faith of individuals. Sodo they 
—She claimed the right of prescribing terms 
of communion, Sodo they, and exercise it 
too. She claimed the right of preserving what 
she denominated the purity of the church ; and, 
for this purpose, of cutting off such whose creed 
did not conform to her standard. So do they 
—She talk¢d much of mysterious dogmas, 
which it was neither lawful nor safe to investi- 
gate. The orthodox of the present day hold 
the same language. Yet they are indignant at 
the charge of cherishing a persocuting spirit 3 
and ask “ Where are the evidences of its exis- 
tence?” We answer, wherever orthodory is the 
dominant sect. They do not, indeed, stretch 
heretics on the rack, suspend them on the gib- 
bet, or burn them at the stake. They want 
the power to do this, The constitution of our 
country throws its protecting shield around our 
persons apd our property. But are these the 
only methods by which a persecuting spirit can 
display itself? Are there no means, by which 
it can fasten its fangs upon the mind ? Is it no- 
thingto a man of lofty and gewerous spire 
it to perceive himself, without any act of dev 
merit on Vis part, an object for the finger of sus- 
picion to point at?’To be received, when 
brought, by the necessary intercourse of busi- 
ness, into contact with his fellow men, with cold 
and constrained civility, if not with entite neg- 
lect or absolute rudeness? Is it nothing to such 
a man, to find his usefulness every day circum- 
scribed, his lawful and honorable putsuits im- 
peded, and his success in life blasted by an in- 
visible but fatal influence? Is it nothing to a 
man of devotional feelings to find himself cut 
off from the comforts of christian society ; to 
find his presence alone sufficient to check all 
freedom of communication, and to chill all the 
kindling sympathies of the heart? Ah! he 
knows little of human nature, who cannot un- 
derstand, that persecution of this character— 
instances of which no one need look far to find 
—is sufficient to bregk down and harrass many a 
spirit, which the prospect of the rack, or the 
gibbet could: never bend. 

It is against this spirit of orthodoxy that our 
practical and : weightiest objections lie. We 
regard itas,in its very nature, a persecuting 
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spirit ; a spirit equally arrogant in its preten- 
sions, and pernicious in its effects ; a spirit hos- 
tile to freedom, and therefore hostile to truth. 
For truth and freedom can never be separated. 

Its tendency is to deter men from examining 
the foundations of their belief, by alarming 
them with the danger of falling into error. It | 
interdicts the highest and noblest exercise of | 
the rational powers by studiously representing 
the provinces of faith and reason as totally dis- 
tinct; thus renderiwg the latter imbecile and 
cowardly, and reducing the former to a blind 
and indiscriminating acquiescence in the dog- 
mas of our spiritual guides. It isa spirit, in 
short, closely allied to ignorance and barbarism ; 
and, if permitted to exercise uncontrolled sway, 
would conduct society back to the darkness of 
the tenth century. 

We regard it as of immense importance to 
keep this practical tendency of the orthodox 
system steadily in view, as constituting the great 
and essential distinctior between it, and liberal 
christianity. The difference, great as it con- 
fessedly is, between us and them on certain spe- 
culative points, we consider as trifling in com- 
parison, The operative and practical differ- 
ence between their system and ours, is this ; 
that they consider error in belief as necessarily 
involving moral guilt,—and that we do not; 
that they regard the belief of certain doctrines 
essential to salvation—and that we do not: 
that they consider it their right and duty, to 
exclude from their communion all who will 
not subscribe to their creed—and that we do 
not, Their system is a system of exclusiveness ; 
it shuts up all truth, ail piety, and all hope 
within its own pale ; ours teaches us to believe 
that these may exist among christians of every 
name, 

Far be it from us, however, to affirm, or to 
suppvse, that this system does actually produce 
its full effects upon all who embrace it. We 
are aware, as we have heretofore remarked, 
that it is only a partial and modified influence 
which opinions exert upon the characters of 
men. Still, some influence opinions such as 
these must of necessity have; and an influ- 
ence proportionate, ordinarily, to the strength 
aud vivacity of the faith, with which they are 
received. It isnot in the nature of things, that 
he who regards the opinions of his neighbor as 
fatal and damnable errors—as decisive evi- 
dence of a corrupt heart, and a reprobate mind, 
stiould long continue to cherish toward him a 
cordial good will. Considering him as the en- 
emy of God and of goodness, he will not be 
slow inlearning to consider him as Ais enemy 
too. Mutual courtesy and christian kindness 
will melt away under the influence of such a 
_ system like wax before the fire. Various cir- 
cumstances in the character, habits, and condi- | 
tion of different individuals, may check, or 
counteract this spirit—still it exists; it is inhe- 
rent inthe system of opinions we are treating 
of; and will, to a greater or less degree, be pro- | 
ductive of its natural effects. These effects, we | 
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think, are adverse to the happiness of individu. 
als, and to the harmony and welfare of society 
They are not the effects, we are persuaded, 
which the gospe! was designed, and which, 
when rightly understood, it is adapted to pro- 
duce.— Unitarian Defendant. 


Mr. John Bunyan having preached one day 
with peculiar warmth and enlargement, some 
of his friends, after service was over, took him 
by the hand, and could nothelp observing what 
a sweet sermon he had delivered. “ Aye,” 
said the good old man, “ you need not remind 
me of that, for the Devil told me of it before I 
was out of the pulpit.” 
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* THE THING as ir 1s.°—Job. 





A STRANGE SERMON. 

The following strange discourse was found in a large 
book containing mavy very singular ideas on the 
subjectof religion, which, though different from 
those of our orth riends, may nevertheless be 
useful to many of our readers. We may conclud 
from the style of the writer, that he was a plain 
man, and not very conversaot with those specula- 
tive theories which have long perplexed the minds 
of mankind without doing much geod; but if the 
sermon should be found cémpatible with reason, 
common sense, and the scriptures, it is all that 
should be desired or expected by the candid reader. 
Having been pleased by a perusal of the manu- 
script, we cheerfully give it to the public, without 
any alteration or correction.— Ed. 





“ For there is one God."—1 Tim. ii. 5. 

There is no subject to which we can turn our at- 
tention with brighter prospects of permanent advan- 
tage, than to that of the character of God. Jt has 
been well said by a celebrated writer, * the gicatest 
study of mankind is man.” But this self-evident truth 
instead of being weakened, is supported and confirm. 
ed by the undeniable fact, that the first, and most 
importaat study. to which man can ‘devote tis time 
and attention, is, thegreat source of universal nature. 
his vame, his character, and his adorable perfections. 
From what other source, can we derive a knowledge 
of ourselves ? How can we estimate the good or bad 
qualities inherent, or acqiured by the creature, uuless 
we first learn wisdom from the Governor oi the Ui- 
verse? Not that man can climb over the battlements 
of heaven, and measure with a rod tLe attributes o/ 
Jehovah,—not that finite mortals can scan the per: 
fections of Gmnipotence, or fathom infinity ; but be- 
fore us, is the book of nature, opened, to unfold to 
our imaginations the character of God :—in our hands 
is placed the treasure of wisdom, and around us, on 
every band, are display ed the bright evidences of his 
existence, calculated, at once, to unfold to our minds 
the mysteries. of our own nature, to expand our hearts, 
and to lead our souls to the Lord. 

From that great Cause of uncreated light and in- 
telligence, we must learn, all that is good, all that is’ 
merciful, all that is just, all ‘hat is lovely in our race; 
aod from him too, we may learn Low to estimate the 
good or bad qualities which adorn or disgrace the ha- 
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man character. In a word:—* whatsoever thicgs 
are true, whatsover ‘things are honest, whatsoever 
thing are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report,” may be undersiood from an acquaintance 
with the characterofG:d. Well, therefore, ‘has it 
been said by an apostle, * this is life eternal, that they 
might know ‘Thee the owly living and true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” 

In order, therefore, that we, my hearers, may 
know this God, and enjoy this eternal life,I invite 
your patient attention to what may be offered upon 
this interesting subject. Letit be remembered, how- 
ever, that the feebleness of my exertions, or the in- 
sufficiency of my remarks, however apparent either 
may be, will not diminish the importance of the sub- 
ject, ner cntide it to your neglect. 

The text evidently teaches one importont truth ; 
viz. that there is one God. ‘This fact is so nniversal- 
ly admitted, that it will be a waste oftime to attempt 
to bring forward any proof in support of it. We may 
also fearn from this text, and many other portions of 
truth, not only that there is one God, but also, that 
there is but one God. 

Perhaps there is not a professing christian in the 
world, who, is not ready to assent to the fact, tbat, 
there is but one God. Indeed the acknowledgment 
of this truth, is one of those things, which, distinguish 
the christian from the polytheist. To worship more 
gods than one, is considered an aborninable offence 
against light and knowledge, and ae unpardonable 
dereliction from a duty enjoined upon man by the Al- 
mighty himself. The curmand stands recorded upon 
the sacred page of holy writ. ‘* Thou shalt worship the 
Lord tay God, and him only shalt thau serve,” and 
even the adversary of our race, has never presumed 
to question the correctness of the requisition. But 
for some reason which I confess I am unable to assign 
even christians seem to have a propensity, to multi- 


ply their objects of worship. Doubtless many are 
sincere tn their devotional exercises, even when di- 
rected in animproper channel towards the one su- 
preme. But possibly many are excited to an adora- 


tion of a second, or third person, by a mistaken no- 
tion of things, which, though justified by the practice 
of their predecessors, is nevertheless reprehensible, 
in proportion to the share of reason or the ray oflight 
which by our Maker, hath been bestowed upon them. 
God, is the righful object of our undivided adoration 
and praise, and no other excuse can be rendered, by 
rational beings, for a depariure from duty demanded 
by him, than a knowledge of some defect in him. 
No matter how pure, holy, or good the second person 
or thing may be ; no matter whether it came down 
out of heaven or sprang up from the earth, as long as 
it remains a irnth, that there is no defect or deficien- 
cy in the one Eternal, so long it remains true, that 
no secoud object should be allowed to intrude upon 
our devotional exercises, Strange, however, as it 
may appear to the mind unshackled by false impres- 
sions, tt is nc less true, that, many consider it a dis- 
linguishing evidence of soundness in faith, to believe 
in, and adore, “ three persons, equal in power and 
glory,” and equally entitled to the worship of mortals. 
We naturally look around us for something which 
palliates the offence ofso doing. When it is cheerful- 
ly confessed by every christian, that an all-sufficient 
Jehovah sits enthroned upon his own glory, and en- 
robed in his own majesty, we can hardly wait for an 
excuse, but would read the doom of every offender 
out of that book which he takes as the man of his 
Counsel and the guide of his conduct. But there is 
an excuse which in some degree will extenuate the 
fanit. he first person.in the trinity (so cailed) is, 
ia the estimation of thousands defective in his nature 
and attributes. If the hearer would be satisfied on 





this subject, let him ask the trinitarian, the smple 
and. plain question, of what use is the second 
person in the godhead ? He will immediately answer 
that the first person, in consequence of man’s rebell- 
ion, beeame so vindictively incensed, that, unless some 
sacrifice was made to appease his vengeange, he 
would blast, with the breath of his displeasure, every 
son and daughter of Adam. To-appease this indig- 
nation, he will tel! you, Christ Jesus came ito our 
otherwise eternally ruined world, to offer himself in 
the sinne1’s stead. Eternal death would otherwise 
have been the consequence of the fall of Adam, to 
all his sinful posterity! But ask him farther: would 
it not have been necessary for Christ to have taken 
upon himself our nature or tohave borne our burdens, 
if God Lad not become angry with sinners? The an- 
swer will be n0. We are told from day to day, that 
“if the Almighty has unchangeably loved mankind, 
there could have been no necessity for an infinite 
atonement or sacrifice.” 

This is neither more nor Jess, than a tacit acknow!- 
edgment of the fact, that if one infinite being be all- 
sufficient there can be no need of a second or third. 
Now, one essential qualification of an all-sufficient 
God is unchangebility ; and from what has been said, 
we learn, tbat the first person in the trinity, is suppo- 
sed to have been destitute of that qualification. Nor 
is this all. He is also supposed to be destitute of 
mercy to a great degree ; and hence, had it not been 
for the timely interference of the merciful Jesus, per- 
dition would have been the doom of all intelligent 
creation ! 

This accounts for the introduction of more thao 
one person into the creeds of those who predicate 
their hopes upon partial grace. The same remarks 
apply with equal force to the third person in the trin- 
ity. The supposition that God the Father is angry 
at sinners, and intends to do them harm, bas led man- 
kind into a thousand extravagances ; and amongst 
other things, they have offered the sacrifice of his on- 
ly begottenson; and then, (still under dreadful ap- 
prebensions that he may after all destroy them unless 
something else is done) have introduced a third person 
to plead with the first that he may become reconciled 
and accept of the second, as a substitute for the mer- 
ited punishment of Adam’s posterity. 

It is not my object. for the present, to enter into a 
full or particular discussion of this branch of our sub- 
ject, and will therefore let it rest until we have faith- 
fully considered the one living and true God as re- 
vealed in the wordsof truth. And if, in the end, his 
character and perfections appear in such light, as to 
warrant the belief, that nothing is wanting io this one 
Deity to render him complete,—a source of ample 
comfort, and the parent of every sinner, the candid 
hearer will reject every other beirg from his heart, 
and turn from his wanderings after strange and use- 
less gods, to serve and ador: the Lord of hosts. 


(Tc be continued.) 


SLANDER REPROVED. 

Since the failure ofour limitarian friends in their 
attempts to injure me by attributing the “ Parody” 
tome and my friends, they have endeavored to make 
it out, that an article which recently appeared in 
the Western Recorder under the signature of ** Tim- 
othy” was written by some universalist in this place 
and probably by the writer of this article. 

Whether such mean attempts are the result of 
ignorance or of bigotry, is more than we are able to 
divine ; but of ove thing we are very certain, viz. 
that a spirit of persecution, mixed with a little ortho- 
dox legerdemain, exists in this place, which causesmore 
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trouble to others than to ourselves. Our good iriends 
appear to possess an astonishing share of wisdom in 
guessing, and were it not for their occasional blunders 
we should be disposed to suspect them of having for- 
med an alliance with some invisible power. If it be 
a ‘act. that some invisible agency is employed in the 
raz: cause of calvinism, the sage individuals who 
have guessed ‘hat * Timothy” was a universalist will 
probably be able togive us some satisfactory answers 
to the follow ng questions. 

1. Is the editor of the Western Recorder such a 
simpleton as to publish the essay of Timothy” with- 
out knowing the author’s name? 

2. If such were the fact, would it not prove, either 
that Mr. Hastings is not one of the ‘chosen vessels,” 
or that it has in these days of religious refinement, 
become possible to veceive even he “ very elect?” 

3. If Timothy” was a universalist, 1s it not quite 
probable that the editorial article of the Western 
Recorder on the same subject, was also from the pen 
of some one of the universalist faith ? And if so, mus: 
we not cunclude that universalists are *‘ intellectua! 
outlaws” in good earnest,or at least, almost as simple 
as their opponents? 

+e would advise our friends of the popular faith 
who are attached to the Auburn Seminary, to send 
their editors to this village forthwith, that they may 
become perfect in the art of charging all their foolish 
or wicked performances to the account of their neigh- 
bors. 

ANOTHER MISREPRESENTATION DE- 

TECTED. 

Not long since it was stated by certain orthodox 
eiltors, thata Mr. Leonard, who committed a mur- 
der, and soon-afterwards put an end to his own earth- 
ly existence, in West-Springfield, Mass. wasa uni- 
versalist. Not knowing the particulars, we bad al- 
most concluded that such might have been the case, 
and that, in a moment when the fear and love of God 
were not before his eyes, the unhappy man had prac- 
ticed after the example of the murderer John Calvin. 
But the fact is far otherwise. From the Christian 
Telescope, published at Providence, R. 1. we learn, 
that Mr, Leonard was not a universalist! The inde- 
fatigable Editor of that paper, having obtained, fiom 
avery respectable source, the desired information, 
proves, beyond all contradiction, that Leonard ** was 
at one time a Calvinist, and apy lied to a Calvinistic 
clergyman for religious instruction and advice.” It 
is further stated, by a gentleman who had been ac- 
quainted with the unhappy individual for about four- 
teen years. that not Two MONTHS previous to cominit - 
ting the murder and suicide, Leonard declared, that 
‘he believed death to be an eternal sleep.” What is 
still more surprising, is the fact, that it was neither 
sugges'ed, nor even intimated by Leonard cr by any 
other person that he was a universalist, until he had 
perpetrated the unnatural and awful crime. All this 
goes toshow, that probably calvinism was the procur- 
ing cause of that shocking transaction; for its absur- 
dities, cuntradictions, misrepresentations, and even 
its best features, are peculiarly calculated to lead the 





mind to a state of despondency, er to drive mankind 
from the trath of Christ into unbeliefand absolute des. 
pair. This murderous doctriae, and the disgusting 
means used to explain and propagate it, probably led 
the unfortunate Leonard to reject the words of life 
and immortality and to believe that ‘«death is an e- 
ternal sleep.” In this state of mind he was prepared 
to execute the horrid deed, and with no rational sys 
tem of faith to sustain and encourage him—with no 
permanent hope to renew and elcvate his desponding 
soul, and being without hope, and without God in the 
world, he raised his hand against another, and ended 
the bloody scene by self-destruction! Thus adding 


another to the number of those who have found an 
untimely end the best reward of error and delusion. 
Let orthodox editors take warning and turn unto the 
Lord who will abundantly pardon the penitent, and 
let every man speak truth with his neighbor. 














MISCELLANEOUS. 
FAT SALARIES. 

The Telescope, a paper published in this 
city by agentleman of the Methodist persua- 
sion, has lately contained several articles giv- 
ing an account of one Mr. Phillips, a disciple of 
Calvin, and preacher to a Presbyterian congre- 
gation in Pearl-street. It appears that Mr. 
Phillips has left his congregation and gone to 
the Wall-street, Church, where he will receive 
“more cash!” ‘This is the amount of the mat- 
ter, 

Now we do not wonder at all, when we con- 
sider the powerful attraction of cash. This 
cash possesses both aitractive and repulsive 
properties. When the salary is small, the cash 
possesses a repulsive power; when the sum 
is large, the cash possesses a very peculiar at- 
tractive power. The unfortunate clergyman 
is subjected to these two active powers, which 
extend throughout all nature, and influence al! 
things. How cruel, then, to blame Mr. Phil- 
lips for being acted upon by these universal 
laws of matter ! 

We have been blamed for our plain dealing 
with clergymen, and censured for our severity. 
We hope in this instance to please the tender 
consciences of all, while we palliate the offence 
of Mr. Phillips; or, rather, prove that he has 
done nothing worthy of death, or of bonds.— 
We contend, that all matter is operated upon 
by immutable laws, among which are the laws 
of attraction and repulsion. A clergyman is 
matter—his desires are for matter—his most 
valuable possessions are matter—his salary is 
matter—he eats, drinks and wears matter —his 
house and equipage, even to his horse and 
gig, are matter—the laws peculiar to matter, 
therefore, must govern him. 

The above premises must be admitted. Mr. 
Phillips, therefore, was, on the one hand, re- 
pelled, pushed, squeezed out, emitted, ejected, 
forced from, pressed against, and otherwise mo- 
ved in a contrary direction from his congrega- 
tion. On the other hand, he was attracted by 
the cash or matter in Wall-street. He was 
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lured, coaxed, persuaded, invited, nodded to, 
winked at, beckoned, enticed, drawn away, 
pulled, received, .nd held in Wall-street. 

On the whole, it imparts to us a comfortable 
feeling, when we consider this transaction. It 
is another evidence that matter and things are 
going on well; and that the old laws of matter 
are as strong and influential as ever. 

To prove the correctness of the foregoing 
premises and conclusions, we have only to ad- 
duce the fact, that the law of gravity held Mr. 
Phillips fast in Pearl-street, until a larger body 
(the great salary,) appeared ; when the small 
body acted as a repellant, and the larger body 
attracted, by its superior gravity, and now holds 
the passive recipient fast locked in its golden 
embrace ! 

Unfortunate man! thus to be the sport of 
circumstances, over which you had no control ; 
and to hear the complaints of the multitude, 
because you are willing and «bedient to laws 
which are older than those of Lycurgus, or Mo- 
ses, and as unalierable as the decrees of the 
Medes and Persians. — Gospel Herald. 


HOPE. 
“ Alas ! alas! this heavy world, 
But for a better hope its various ills 
Could ne’er be borne,” 

There is indeed a better hope sent to cheer 
the desponding mind, than aught our earth can 
give. ‘This high,enlivening hope came from 
the pure light of heavenly truth: it sheds its 
hallowed ray on the benighted intellect en- 





cence. Canthe heart remain untouched by 
gratitude when it thus clearly views the pres- 
ence of a God of love inall works? Ah no!— 
the celestial spark of intelligence which emana- 
ted from him, 

“ Destin’d to shine when suns are dark,’ 
revived by his omniscient, all-pervading influ- 
ence soars, animated with hope, to the future, 
and bows with resignation to the will of an in- 
dulgent Parent, exalted by fervent gratitude, 

“ It smiles triumphant in the gloom of woe, 

Owning a Father's power, a Father's love, 

O’er all presiding.” Z. 
METHODIST LIBERALITY. 

Mr. Luke English, a member of the metho- 
dist society in Green, Chenango county, N. Y. 
aman of good character and christian life, heard 
a preacher of the restitution deliver a funeral 
discourse which had a tendeney to lead him to 
inquire after the truth, By searching the scrip- 
tures, he found in every truth, that God hath 
spoken of the restitution of all things by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began. Being confirmed in this glorious doc- 
trine, and openly professing his belief, his breth- 
ren of the methodist connexion, saw fit to call 
him to an account, which they didin a very 
proper manner on Monday fifth Dec. last. Mr. 
Judd, and Mr. Hamilton, two of their circuit 
elders, were present at the meeting. \Mr. En- 
glish frankly acknowledged hi: belief, and that 
he might not disturb the minds of his brethren 
remaining in the church, he requested that he 


thralled by prejudice, and groping in error, | might withdraw. A willingness was expressed 
dissipating the darkness which enwrapt it, as | by the preachers present for him toremain with 
the sunbeam scatters the gathered mist ; while | them, as his mind, perhaps, from further reflec- 
it renovates with new life and beauty the sur-| tion, might alter; but as he chose, for fear his 


rounding scene. It is this hope which bids the | 
weary wanderer treading the rugged path of | 
adversity, and surrounded by all its attendant | 
ills, submit with unrepining patience to the des- | 
tiny, however severe, in which he views only 

the hand of an Almighty Parent. It is this | 
hepe which fills the heart with adoration, love 
and gratitude, expanding it with benevolence 
to allaround, The benignant influence of heav- 
enly love, operating on the heart, hushes every 
rebellious murmur, every discordant passion.— 
While the immortal mind illumined by its light 
and conscious of iis high origin, looks with apa- 
thy or contempt on the trifles which it before 
suffered to disturb its composure : it rises su- 
perior to the disappointments which so often 
thickly beset the pathway of life, well knowing 
that its dearest bopes are far above the reach 
of earthiy chance to annoy, and that its best af- 





fections may rest secure, centred in unchanging 


belief might affect the peace of his brethren, to 
withdraw, his request was freely and generous- 
ly granted. He was dismissed by mutual con- 
sent, unaccused and uncondemned. 

This appears like christian charity—like the 
forbearing and gentle religion of Jesus. This 
is not the only example the methodists have 
manifested of their christian feeling and noble 
liberality, which is so severe a comment on the 
rigorous and uncharitable conduct of some oth- 
er sects. 

May this spirit of liberality increase, until 
liberty of conscience shall not be called in ques- 
tion by any, until every person can enjoy un- 
disturbed his own opinion, and religious faith 
without being branded with infidelity and here- 
sy.—Candid Examiner. 


Blessed are the undefiled in the way who 
walk in law of the Lord. If, indeed, wisdom’s 


and eternal purity. Even while weeping the | ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
several ties which bound it to earth with a too | are peace ; whence is it that preachers bearing 
fond attachment, it looks through the wide ex- the name of Christ, tell the people that the dev- 
tended universe—inanimate nature scems to il pays his servants the best wages? Not long 
praise its great Creator and to rejoice in the since, one who is styled a minister of the pres- 
profuseness of his bounty: The “mental eye byterian order, undertook from the 73d Psalm, 
beholds each change governed by his wisdom, to prove the hard lot of the servants of God; 
and all sustained and cherished by his benefi- and by authority obtained from that chapter as- 





70: 
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serted that the Holy Ghost had declared that 
the wicked in this life, enjoyed more happiness 
than the righteous. 

The author of the 73d Psalm, before he gives 
an account of his vain meditation, tells us that 
his feet were almost gone, that his steps had 
well nigh slipped. Shall the word of Asaph, 
which according to his own confession, were 
foolish, and ignorant, and made him like a 
‘beast before his God 3 shall they now be blas- 
phemously charged to the Holy Ghost ? Could 
satan himself have surpassed this presumptuous 
audacity ! What but the wine from the golden 
cup! What but a deep intoxicating draught 
could prepare one of God’s creatures fora work 
like this ! Oft have I heard of the devils preach- 
ers; and preachers for the devil 3 But never 
were the horns of the adversary more conspic- 
uously visible through the smoke of the pit.— 
Who but a devoted servant to the devil’s cause 
would thus encourage sin, or bid a more allur- 
ing bounty to workers for the prince of dark- 
ness? Where are you ye servants of the most 
High God ; that ye sotamely suffer this rude 
attack upon the cause of so good a master >— 
Do they not plainly tell you in the language of 
hell; that the subjects of that kingdom are 
happier than the servants of the Prince of 
Peace? Where slumbers the vengeance of 
heaven that it dashes not upon such slanderers 
of its cause! O for a voice like the seven 
thunders, that I might wake the friends of Je- 
sus from this sleep of death! , for the 
strength of thefour winds of heaven; that I 


night rend the hiding places of the destroyers— 
sweep the refuge of lies—dispel the smoke of 
the bottomless pit, and deliver them who are 
held in bondage under chains of darkness.— 
Candid Examiner. 


Mr. Fitz=—The following paragraphs are 
extracted from Dr, Adam Clarke’s Commen- 
tary. Would that our Orthodox Evangelicals 
were possessed of a moiety of this learned man’s 
spirit, _ 

“Men may incorporate their doctriaes in 
creeds and articles of faith, and sing them in 
hymns ; and this may be both useful and edify- 
ing if the doctrine be true; but in every ques- 
tion which involves the eternal interests of man, 
the Holy Scriptures must be appealed to, in 
union with Reason, their great commentator. 
He who forms his creed or confession of faith 
without these, may believe any thing, or nath- 
ing, as the cunning of others, or his own capri- 
ces, may dictate. Human creeds and confes- 
sions of faith have been often put in the place 
of the Bible, to the disgrace both of revelation 
and reason. Let those go away: let these be 
retained, whatever be the consequence. Fat 
justicia ruat colum. 

“No man either can or should believe a doc- 
trine that contradicts reason: but he may safe- 
ly credit (in any thing that concerns the Na- 
ture of God) what is above his reason; aud ev- 
en this may be a reason why he should believe 





it. I cannot comprehend the Divine Nature, ! 
therefore adore it: if I could comprehend, I 
could not adore; forasmuch as the nature or 
being which can be comprehended by my mind, 
must be less than that by which it is compre- 
hended, and therefore unworthy of its homage. 
The more knowledge increases, the more we 
shall see that reason and learning, sanctified by 
piety towards God, are the best interpreters of 
the Sacred Oracles. 

*“O thou, who dwellest between the cheru- 
bim, shine forth! and in thy light, we shall see 


light.”"—Gos. Her. 


INTEMPERANCE. 

Intemperate persons are particularly expos- 
ed to all acute diseases, as inflammatory com- 
plaints, and fevers of every description. It is 
presumed that every practising physician, and 
every person of observation can bear a melan- 
choly testimony to the truth of this assertion. 
Who has not seen the bloom of youth, the vig 
or of manhood, and even the maturity of age, 
cut off by the frightful train of diseases whose 
seeds and nourishment are derived from the in- 
toxicating cup? How many widows and or- 
phans, and parents, and brothers and sisters, 
now mourn the loss of their relatives, who but 
for the poisonous beverage, might have been 
the guardians of youth, the support of female 
virtue, the ornaments of the family circle, the 
props of declining age, and the pillars of socie- 
ty. 

The excessive use of ardent spirits is one of 
the darkest shades in the prospects of our ris- 
ing republic, and unless the wisdom of govern- 
ment or the returning reason of individuals ar- 
rest the progress of this destructive pestilence, 
an indelible stain must be fixed upon our ne- 
tional character. 


ELEGANT EXTRACT. 


Give me to know that the doctrine of Jesus 
is bread from heaven, and that it sustains the 
spirit, and prepares it for heaven; and I may 
well be indifferent whether that bread descen- 
ded, like the manna in the desert, in nightly 
dew, or whether, like the food of Elijah, it was 
brought to my eager hands by the ravens, or 
whether it was broken, for myself and the hun- 
gry thousands around me, by a hand endued 
with miraculous powers. So long as I know 
that it was sent me by the Father of my spirit 
and that eating it I shall live for ever, I know 
all that cangive it value, or awaken my grati- 
tude. Whensome friendly hand presses a cup 
of cold water to my lips,as I am fainting with 
thirst in a weary land, I will not ask, for I do 
not care, whether that water was showered 
from the skies, or whether it flowed in a river 
or gushed from a spring. I ask not whether it 
was brought meina golden urn, or whether it 
was presented ina crystal vase, or a soldier’s 
helmet. It is water that bids me live, and that 
is enough for me,—Pierpont. 

‘ 
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~A most accomplished Hypocrite.—The Mrs. | difficult matter to convince that person that he 
Charity Jennison, of whom honorable mention is cold. Notwithstanding he has the comfort- 
was made in Monday’s American, as guilty of | able prospect ahead (being well clothed, and 


abetting an act of abomination, and as having | having had a good breakfast) he knows he is 








received a sentence worthy of her conduct, ' going home to see a smiling wife, affectionate 
hildr 


now appears to have been a character of won- | 
derful sanctity. Itis stated by persons who | 
cannot be doubted, that this woman with all! 
her manifold transgressions upon her head, was 
the professing member of a Christian church 
in the upper part of the city, and that so well 
had she played the part for several years, in a 
circle in which her real character was unknown 
of a conscientious sactified old lady, that no 
suspicions were entertained of her extreme vir- 
tue. Her exhortations are said to have been 
peculiarly edifying. She has now happily an 





opportunity of preaching in Bridewell to a com- 
munity whose morale need improvement.—N. 
Y. American, 


MESS. DUNCAN AND M’LEAN. 


We noticed some weeks ago the disagree- 


ment between Messrs. Duncan and M’Lean, | 


and the Presbyterian Synod, and stated that it 
terminated in their withdrawing from the Syn- 
od, and in their congregations being declared 
to be vacant. We are now informed from a 
respectable source, that the congregations have 
sided with their pastors, and prefer their in- 
structions to the visitation of the grand hierar- 
chy. ‘The congregation of Mr. M’Lean was u- 


nanimous in its decision, and the vacant pews 


in Mr. Duncan’s church, are sought after with 
avidity, and raised to double their former price. 
—Harrishurg paper. 


REASON AND REVELATION, 

«“ Reason is natural Revelation, whereby the 
eternal Father of light, and Fountain of all 
knowledge, communicates to mankind that por- 
tion of truth which he has laid within the reach 
of their natural faculties. Revelation is natural 
reason, enlarged by anew set of discoveries, 
eommunicated by God immediately, which rea- 
son vouches the truth of, by the testimony and 
proofs it gives that they come from God, So 
that he that takes away reason to make way for 
revelation, puts out the light of both, and does 
much the same, as if he would persuade a man 
to put out his eyes, the better to receive the 
remote light of an invisible star by a telescope.” 

BENEVOLENT PLAN, 

To every liberal heart, who has not only the 
will, but the power, be it known :—That pro- 
posals are under contemplation, for forming a 
society whose object shall, generally speaking, 
be the relief of the destitute poor ; but more 
especially, the lone widow and the helpless or- 
phan, The funds of which, to be applied sole- 
ly for the article of wood. 

Now when you meet a gentleman in the 
street, on a cloudy blustering day of December, 
with his face shaded with blue and purple, his 





limbs shaking, his teeth chattering, it will be no 


c en, seated in a warm toom, waiting his 
return, to partake of a comfortable, perhaps 
sumptuous dinner. But, how shall it be possi- 
ble, (under all these circumstances,) for mere 
words to make that person sensible what must 
be the sensations of her, who in many cases. 
with a broken constitution, frequently brourht 
on by hard labor and gloomy prospects, who 
sits down in her uncomfortable habitatien, at 
the close of such a day! Fer utmost earnings 
have been barely sufficient to procure food and 
clothing for herself and children, while it was 
warm weather. But now, when almost every 
prudent mother, thinks she has her hands full 
of business to see to, and clothe her children, 
after the cloth is brought to her hand: whai 
must be the situation of her whose poverty de- 
prives her of all these necessary means? In this 
case, all is wanting, clothing, provision, fuel, 
healtlh—Added to all this, the provider, the fa- 
ther, the husband slumbers in the house appoin- 
ted for all living. Although the bare witness- 
ing of such a scene, will do much towards con- 
vietion, experience alone can give its true Jike- 


ness, by every person who is in the habit of 


visiting the abodes of poverty and sorrow, will 
readily be convinced that this case is no vision 
of fancy, but actually exists in many, very ma- 
ny dwellings in this town, and besides, every 
person of observation, has long been convinced 
that it s not merely the noted poor, who re- 
ceive yearly or weckly assistance from the 
town treasury, are the keenest sufferers. In- 
deed not: There are many persons whose ver 


, Souls shrink from the thought of making appli- 


cation at that place for assistance, if they can 
possibly avoid it, and who, in other things, 
could make themselves tolerably comfortable 
that suffer indeed, and whose very hearis would 


leap with gratitude, at a present of one load of 


wood inawinter. Under all these impressions, 
could a sufficient number of gentlemen be 
procured, to subscribe; say one dollar pei 
year; and one of the strongest evidences, viz. 
(past experience of the benevolence of the gen- 
tlemen of Providenca) gives strong faith that 
this can be done. ‘Then Jet a cheap shelter 
be erected; suitable persons be engaged to 
purchase wood in the summer ; when it may be 
bought at nearly half the winter price—Then 
what will be the feelings of that person, (who 

es home on such an evening as the above 
described) while seated in the midst of his hap- 
py family and surrounded with the munificence 
of heaven, and filled with its richest blessings? 
Will it not add a purer zest to every enjoyment, 
when he feels that he has, ina degree, shared 
these blessings with the destitute widow, infirm 
old age, and the helpless orphan ?—Judge ye. 
all who doit.—Christian Telescope. 

A FEMALE. 
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A SHORT SERMON. 

1. Epis. John, 3,9. Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin ; for his seed remain- 
cth in him: and he cannet sin, because he is 
born of God. 

1st. Some think that this passage alludes to 
astate of perfection and sanctification, to which 
believers arrive iv time, which enables them to 
Jive without sin. But, the same apostle saith, 
chapter 1, 8th. “Ifwesay we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” 

2d. Others suppose that it alludes to a state 
of perfect justification in Christ, which pre- 
cludes the possibility of sinning. Ofthis opin- 
ion were the antinomians, who supported that 
the elect could not do any thing offensive to 
God, nor be brought into a state of condemna- 
tion. But, we readin the context, verse 7,— 
He that docth righteousness is righteous, even 
as he is righteous ;” which shows that the right- 
eousness of Christ does not exonerate the 
fransgressor from punishment; for, “ Whoso- 
ever committeth sin transgresseth the law ; for 
sin is the transgression of the law.” 

3. There are those who conclude that the 
text must allude toa birth from the grave, into 
a state of sinless perfection ; as there are’ none 
who do not commit sin in this life. But as there 
is nothiag said in the whole Epistle about a 
resurrection fromthe grave, I think it would be 
contrary to just rules of interpretation of scrip- 
ture to apply it to that state. 

I shall now proceed to give an explanation 
of the text. "The words “born of God,” occur 
twice in the text, and five times in the book ;— 
and the words “born of him,” occur once. 


gression. 





ist. We read, in chapt.2d. verse 29th,“ Ev- 
ery one that doeth righteousness is born of | 
him.” 'Thus,every one that doeth righteous 
acts is born of God, and inthe same degree | 
that a man is born of God, he doth not commit 
sin. Now righteousness is the opposite of wick- 
edness; and, as no“ fountain can at the same 
time send forth sweet water and bitter,” so no 
being canat the same time be righteous and 
born of God, and commit sin. A man cannot 
be actuated by a good and an evil motive at the 
same tine. The mind cannot entertain two 
opposite ideas at once. 

2. “Every one that loveth is born of God.” 
4th, chap. ver. 7. See the whole chapter 
which is a treatise on love, “God is love.”— 
Now there is a perfect harmony between these 
words and our text; “ Whosoever is born of 
God, doth not commit sin.” ‘The words of our 
text must be qualified. Thus, so far as a man 
loveth he is born of God, and in the same de- 
gree that a man is born of God he will not com- 
mit sin. Hence, Christ says, “If ye love me, 
ye will (not may) keep my commandments.” 
This proposition is self evident. No one can 
love and hate God at the same time. No child 
can sincerely love his parent and be guilty of 
wilfully disobeying his commands. No parent 
can love his offspring, and at the same time, 





seek their destruction. If we love our own 


lives and the lives of others, we do net pos- 
esss the power to destroy them: all man’s 
boasted free agency to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

3d. “ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ, is born of God.’, chap. v. 1. See al- 
so, verse 18th, of the same chapter. “ Whoso- 
ever is born of God sinneth not.” Now in 
what sense cannot the believer sin? He can- 
not commit the sin of the Pharisee, who goes a- 
bout to establish his own righteousness, while 
he does not submit unto the righteousness of 
Christ. Neither can he commit the sin of un- 
belief, in denying “ the record that God hath 
given of his Son ;” “ that he hath given us eter- 
nal life, and that this life isin his Son.” See 
verses 9 and 11 of the same chapter. 

Now from our text, and the passages that we 
have quoted, we are not to suppose that those 
who experience these several births, cannot 
commit any sin. Noah, Lot and David, were 
called righteous, and» yet they fell into trans- 
The utmost import of the passage is 
this, that they who have experiencéd the birth 
of righteousness, love and faith, will, while un- 
der their benign influence, love God and keep 
his commandments; and to do unto others as 
they would that others should do unto them.— 
Now there is nothing supernatural in these 
births ; they are not preceded by awful fears of 
hell-torments in the world to come: but are 
what every man may attain by the principles of 
faith, love and morality. For as the kingdom 
of God consists in “ righteousness, peace and 
joy, in the Holy Ghost,” so, “ except a man be 
born again, (have righteousness and faith,) le 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Let us 
then love, not in word and profession, but in 
deed and truth, Amen.—Christian Intel. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVUOCAT!. 


WHAT IS CONSTANCY ? 
Iz is the still small voice 
That bids the heart rejoice, 
When hope and beauty bloom no more 
A far off twinkling light 
Along the brow of night, 
To kindly gild its ruins o'er. 


Whose pensive beauty siincs 
O’er friendship’s fading stirines, 
Where joy’s bright sun will never dawn ; 
That throws its trembling light 
Over all that once was bright, 
To mark its lustre eer twas goue. 


A star in beauty’s night 

That glows serenely bright, 
When kindred ones shall pass away ; 

A flower that blouins the while 

In he&ven’s approving smile, 
Though whirlwinds chide ts long delay. 


Though freedom’s sun may set, 
Or song its cir foi get ; 

Yet still it blooms where thought is free, 
And though the storms of life 
May wage unending otrk, 

*T will bloom throngt all eternity. 

: “« FLORIO.” 





